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A s the outer planets move through the zodiac, 
each with its own rhythm and color, they give 
us clues about themes and issues that will arise in 

the world around us. If we look with the deeper symbolic vi-
sion that astrology affords us, we can see the connections 
between the outer experiences we all share and the inner life 
we each think is separate — an interweaving of inner and 
outer realities.
 For most of us, the main focus needs to be on what we 
can actually control and work with: our own life and our in-
ner world. That said, as astrologers, we know the value of 
studying the planetary cycles in order to understand the 
large-scale events and trends in the world. There’s a certain 
kind of equanimity and peace that can come with a deep  
understanding of cycles.
 On December 19, 2017, Saturn, along with the Sun, 
entered Capricorn and joined Pluto in that sign, which has 
been there since 2008. Having Pluto in Capricorn during this 
particular Saturn passage ensures special importance and in-
tensity. Saturn will catch up with Pluto in January 2020, and 
both will be conjoined by Jupiter as it passes through Capri-
corn. This is a significant configuration occurring at a crucial 
time, and it will receive a lot of attention from astrologers. 
Saturn will finally leave Capricorn on December 16, 2020.
 On a collective level, the structures of society will be 
tested while Saturn is in Capricorn; some will be worn down, 
others toughened, and many transformed — resulting in new 
structures. The same process will take place within each of us. 
We’ll see the consequences of past actions popping up and 
demanding to be dealt with, one way or another.

Saturn’s Reputation and Function
 Saturn has stirred up fear in astrologers for millennia, and 
not without good reason. This planet represents many of life’s 
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difficulties, and most people don’t prefer the difficult things in 
life, so it’s been easy to label Saturn a “malefic.”
 Even in a more balanced view, Saturn has always had a 
reputation as a tough teacher. During Saturn’s 29.42-year 
journey around the wheel of the zodiac, it can seem to be 
pressuring, blocking, frustrating, disappointing — and aging 
us. Most people don’t enjoy having obstacles get in the way 
of their desires, but obstacles are one of Saturn’s primary 
teaching tools.
 There are plenty of astrologers who will have a dire view 
of Saturn’s passage through Capricorn, especially with Pluto 
in Capricorn as well. So, we will see fear as a theme in many 
forecasts. No doubt there will be crises and difficulties; how-
ever, there may also be reasons to feel hopeful.
 Saturn embodies the principles of structure, form, lim-
itation, and focus. We can see these four principles at work 
throughout life as they interact to form the material reality we 

all share. Societal structures are created by rules and by the 
roles that people assume in society. There are implicit and ex-
plicit rules that we learn as we go along. If we’re “realistic” 
or “responsible,” we learn these rules and adjust. The Ringed 
Planet represents this essential structure of rules and roles, 
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though it also represents the accumulated wisdom that comes 
from living — what we commonly call “experience.”
 Saturn has often been labeled the Reality Planet. The 
things we can touch, taste, and see have a physical form and 
represent reality to most of us. These things appear “solid” 
through Saturn’s limiting and focusing function. The reality  
of daily life brings plenty of obligations and duties; some 
are not necessarily fun but have to be dealt with. Time is 
the other major reality that we all must navigate. As the 
slowest-moving visible planet, Saturn has long been associ-
ated with time. We know that we don’t have unlimited time; 
nonetheless, being realistic about time is a challenge for 
many people. Learning to cope with these realities is a  
major function of Saturn in our lives.
 Pressure is one of the feelings that Saturn stirs up. Time 
pressure, money pressure, performance pressure, pressing 
things to do — these are feelings that we’ve all experienced. 
Pressure can be helpful in getting things done, but too much 
pressure can become a problem both physically and psycho-
logically. Depression is often related to pressure, internal and 
external. Saturn’s malefic reputation is at least somewhat 
rooted in the unpleasant feelings that can become quite vis-
ceral over time. It’s as if Saturn is pressuring you to learn to 
handle pressure more gracefully.

The Shift from Sagittarius to Capricorn
 When outer planets move from one zodiacal sign to the 
next, the collective agenda shifts, sometimes subtly, some-
times dramatically. The music of the spheres changes, and 
new motifs and themes arise. Saturn ingresses tend to be 
noticeable because they involve the structures of society, the 
availability of resources, and the fact that blockages, frustra-
tions, and difficulties are more readily apparent than subtler 
planetary energies.
 Saturn in Sagittarius is not an easy blending of energies. 
Sagittarius chafes at the rules and rigidity of Saturn, preferring 
to improvise and act intuitively. It’s much more inclined to 
overreact than to take the stoic path of Capricorn. Since the 
2015 ingress, Saturn’s passage through Sagittarius has been 
dizzying, so the prospect of more order and discipline may 
be welcome.
 Saturn has now come home to its domicile in Capricorn, 
one of the two signs it rules. It left Aquarius, its other domi-
cile, in 1993 and has been journeying back home ever since. 
When a planet is in a sign that it rules, it’s not necessarily 
easier. It is, however, better able to express its essential na-
ture — it can be more of what it is. Jupiter is better able to be 
Jupiterian when it’s in Sagittarius or Pisces. Saturn is more 
Saturnian when it’s in Capricorn or Aquarius.
 It’s interesting to reflect on how the signs that are next 
to each other in the zodiac differ. In a way, each one can be 
considered a reaction to the excesses of the previous sign. 
And though these signs have some qualities in common, their 
differences are much more pronounced. This is clearly seen in 
the contrasts between Sagittarius and Capricorn.

 Highly energized opinions, a black-and-white sense of 
ethics, an exaggerated need for freedom, insensitivity to the 
needs of others, disdain for political correctness, and a flair 
for over-the-top statements are some of the Sagittarian ex-
cesses that have been on display while Saturn has transited 
this sign. Sometimes, being exposed to other cultures makes 
one less (not more) open-minded, and the sense of right and 
wrong can turn into “We’re right, they’re wrong.” The migra-
tions from war zones and ever-increasing globalization have 
sparked opposition, and this hasn’t been a quiet opposition.
 Capricorn, on the other hand, is less demonstrative, 
more disciplined, and more strategic. This sign focuses more 
on deliberation and planning, having seen the problems 
caused by Sagittarian spontaneity and improvisation. Ba-
sic Capricorn virtues like taking responsibility, being patient, 
thinking before acting, and honoring commitments will arise. 
We can hope that, with Saturn’s ingress into Capricorn, the 
global discourse will tone down a bit, become less fiery and 
more reserved, and that our leaders will act more maturely 
and responsibly.
 Capricorn has its own excesses, and we’ll certainly see 
these as well. Rigidity, authoritarianism, manipulation, power- 
grabbing, hierarchical thinking, and general gloominess are 
some of the negatives that we can anticipate.
 Both Sagittarius and Capricorn have a deep concern 
about ethics, the law, and doing the “right thing.” Both are 
sure that they understand the issues better than everyone 
else. Both can find their own ways to justify shortcuts “for the 
greater good.” Despite their mutual concerns about ethics and 
the law, however, their values are clearly distinct. Sagittarius 
puts “freedom” on a pedestal, while Capricorn puts “respon-
sibility” on the same pedestal.

Collective Levels of Saturn
 Saturn, along with Jupiter and sometimes Mars, has been 
called a social planet. It maintains our institutions, traditions, 
consensus reality, and the underlying fabric of time. As a col-
lective function, Saturn is not supposed to be “just about me.” 
It is ultimately working toward a shared good.
 On this collective level, Saturn involves the levers of 
power, in government, corporations, businesses, and orga-
nizations of all sorts. Maneuvering within the structures of 
authority and learning the lessons of handling power are im-
portant Capricorn experiences. Integrity and the use of power 
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are two of the central issues for Capricorn, and with both Sat-
urn and Pluto passing through that sign, the need to address 
these issues will be intensified.
 Consequently, we can expect that many of our institu-
tions will be tested, and their flaws revealed. The government 
and courts may prove resilient and strengthened — or dam-
aged and weakened. Economic institutions such as banks, 
corporations, currencies, and trading alliances will also be 
pressured, and some of these will prove to be more vulnerable 
than we thought.
 Just as Saturn has long been associated with both work 
and time, it has also been tied to the workings of fate and 
karma. In Sanskrit, the word karma means “action, work, or 
deed,” so it’s easy to understand Saturn’s connection there. 
The momentum of past actions and thoughts must play out 
over time. We then react and either perpetuate the difficult cy-
cle or find ways to let the momentum wind down and bring 
the cycle to an end.
 Saturn holds us “accountable” — we can’t just walk away 
from the consequences of our actions. This is true on a so-
cietal as well as on an individual level. Responsibility is the 
essence of karma; actions generate reactions that, at some 
point, will have to be balanced by more action — hopefully, 
more skillful action. Guilt doesn’t have to be part of the pro-
cess, but for many of us it can serve as a goad to prompt 
better actions.
 Dane Rudhyar often pointed out that karma is never 
strictly individual; there are always collective levels involved. 

There is national, regional, racial, family, and individual 
karma, and the collective levels are frequently more powerful 
than the personal. We’re enmeshed in all of these levels, and 
most situations are a mixture of these. We are indeed all part 
of something bigger, and the cycles of the outer planets re-
mind us of this.
 Rudhyar also helpfully characterized karma as the “res-
idue” and “unfinished business” of previous cycles.1 These 
could be cycles in this life or in past lives. This idea lessens 
the guilt and blame that are often part of discussions about 
karma. Rather than a cycle of retribution, it’s more of a pro-
cess of skillfully finishing cycles in ways that don’t generate 
more pain and entanglement.
 We’ll be seeing the “residues” of past cycles rising up 
during Saturn and Pluto’s passage through Capricorn. Escap-
ism and avoidance of responsibility can be common reactions, 
but Saturn and Pluto are powerful forces, and avoiding them 
only makes the need to address longstanding issues more 
imperative.

Patterns from the Past
 Astrologers use the time-honored technique of examin-
ing the past to understand the future. By looking at previous 
planetary transits and ingresses, we can find clues to under-
stand the dynamics of current and future periods. Nothing, of 
course, happens in isolation, so as we look at past ingresses, 
we need to consider the nature of other transits that are tak-
ing place concurrently: Context is everything.
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 So, what were some significant col-
lective events in the previous cycles 
of Saturn passing through Capricorn 
during the 20th century?

February 13, 1988 –  
February 6, 1991
 When Saturn last transited Capri-
corn, we saw the fall of the Berlin Wall 
(November 9, 1989), followed by the 
crumbling of the Soviet Union, which 
resulted in its official dissolution  
(December 26, 1991).
 Bubbling in the background, in 
Switzerland, was the development of 
the World Wide Web (WWW). During 
March 1989, Tim Berners-Lee, while 
working at CERN, issued a proposal to 
develop a hypertext system using brows-
ers that would access distributed infor-
mation. Several years of work followed. 
The first website went live on August 
6, 1991 — shortly after Saturn had en-
tered Aquarius in February 1991. While 
there was no fanfare at the time, this 

event has changed much of modern life, 
illustrating that fanfare is not always a 
measure of long-term importance.
 The backdrop of this most recent 
Saturn in Capricorn period was the 
forming Uranus–Neptune conjunction 
that culminated in 1993. At that time, 

a huge structure — the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics (USSR) — came 
under pressure and collapsed. And, in-
terestingly, a new structure was forming 
during this passage of Saturn through 
Capricorn — the World Wide Web!

January 5, 1959 –  
January 3, 1962
 At the beginning of this passage 
of Saturn through Capricorn, Fidel 
Castro overthrew Batista in Cuba (Jan-
uary 1959). This overturned the United 
States’ hegemony over the Western 
Hemisphere and was followed by de-
cades of unsuccessful assassination 
attempts on Castro by the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA).
 The Cold War was beginning to be 
fought in the developing world. The CIA 
engineered successful regime changes in 
Cambodia, the Congo, and the Domini-
can Republic.
 The process of decolonization that 
started after World War II continued, 
with 17 African nations gaining inde-
pendence in 1961. The Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM), an organization of 
countries that were not aligned with ei-
ther the U.S. or the USSR, was founded 
in 1961. At that time, NAM was a 
new structure that stood aside from the 
Superpowers.
 On March 17, 1959, the Dalai 
Lama fled Tibet to seek asylum in  

India. This event has proven important 
to many people, and the effects of the 
Tibetan diaspora are still felt today.
 There was little in the way of conse-
quential outer-planet transits during this 
particular Saturn in Capricorn period. It 
was something of a Saturnian calm be-
fore the storm — the storm being the 
Uranus–Pluto conjunction in opposition 
to Saturn that occurred between 1965 
and 1967.

March 15, 1929 –  
November 19, 1932
 While Saturn was traveling through 
Capricorn, the Black Thursday stock 
market crash occurred on October 24, 
1929. The markets continued to tum-
ble, and by November they were in a 
free fall. A worldwide financial melt-
down followed.
 The structure and rules of the finan-
cial markets had been severely tested, 
and they proved far too fragile. Monop-
olies, stock manipulations, and lack of 
regulation had created the conditions 
that led to the Crash of 1929 and the 
Great Depression. The Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC), the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission (SEC), 
the Social Security Act (SSA), and other 
reforms were put in place in the early 
1930s to safeguard against repeating this 
disaster. There was a landmark acknowl-
edgement that government plays a major 
role in setting rules and regulations and 
providing at least a nominal safety net.
 A difficult series of outer-planet 
alignments coincided with and followed 
Saturn’s passage through Capricorn: 
Saturn square Uranus (1930–32), Sat-
urn opposite Pluto (1931), and Uranus 
square Pluto (1932–34). Recovery was 
very slow and painful.

January 21, 1900 –  
January 19, 1903
 During this Saturn transit of Capri-
corn, the Panic of 1901 occurred. This 
was the first stock market crash on the 
New York Stock Exchange (NYSE), and 
was caused by a tug of war for con-
trol of the railroads. Big investors were 
unaffected, but thousands of small inves-
tors were wiped out. The structure and 
rules of the stock market were revealed 
to be inadequate, but nothing was done 
to improve them. This was likely due to  
the fact that mainly small investors were 
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hurt in this crash. The lack of regu-
latory response set the stage for the 
Black Thursday crash in 1929.
 Max Planck revolutionized physics 
with his discovery of Planck’s Constant 
in 1900. The scientific view of matter 
was upended, and “classical physics” 
was shown to be highly limited. This 
set the stage for the mind-boggling ad-
vances in quantum mechanics, which 
occurred in the early 20th century. The 
quantum revolution started by Planck 
caused physicists to redefine the struc-
ture and rules of matter and energy. 
Also during this period, Albert Ein-
stein published his first scientific work 
in 1901, followed not long after by his 
“miracle year” of 1905.
 The outer-planet alignments during 
this passage of Saturn through Cap-
ricorn included the epoch-defining 
Neptune–Pluto conjunction of 1891–92, 
which was still within a 10° orb on 
January 1, 1900. In addition, Uranus 
opposed Pluto in 1901–03, and Saturn 
opposed Neptune 1899 – 1901.

Looking Ahead
 Under this current Saturn transit 
through Capricorn, we can expect to see 
some of the same themes in play that 
arose during previous Saturn in Capri-
corn periods. Institutions will be tested 
and put under pressure; some will be 
worn down by time, and others will be 
undermined by lack of vigilance or integ-
rity. Society is built on rules — written 
and unwritten. Struggles over the “rules” 
are sure to intensify. Do the rules work? 
Do they need to be changed? These is-
sues will be difficult to avoid.
 Much of the Saturnian pressure will 
be focused on political, economic, and 
financial institutions, along with interna-
tional alliances. The situation itself will 
provoke tough questions. Can these insti-
tutions still do the job? Can they be fixed 
or saved? Do they need to be destroyed 
and rebuilt? Who decides? Integrity and 
the right use of power — classic Saturn 
and Capricorn issues — will almost surely 
become more and more vital.
 During the previous Saturn in Cap-
ricorn periods, various structures were 
tested, and some failed. The Soviet 
Union fell apart, U.S. hegemony in 
the Western Hemisphere was shaken 
by Castro, the global financial system 
collapsed in the early 1930s, and the 

whole idea of solid matter itself became 
unhinged by Max Planck and quantum 
mechanics, along with Einstein’s amaz-
ing discoveries.

The Wild Card of Pluto
 We may ask the question, “Haven’t  
our institutions already been under 
tremendous pressure?” The answer is 
definitely “yes,” and the pressure is 
quite likely to increase. This isn’t just 
any Saturn in Capricorn ingress — 
Pluto is already in that sign and Saturn 
is joining it there. It’s good to remem-
ber that, under Pluto’s influence, we’ve 
already been confronting these issues, 
and Saturn will be bringing its own na-
ture to the table.
 Pluto first entered Capricorn on 
January 25, 2008, slipped back into 
Sagittarius on June 13, 2008, and fully 
settled into Capricorn with its re-entry 
on November 26, 2008. By this time, 
the housing bubble had burst, Leh-
man Brothers had collapsed, and the 
banking crisis was in full swing. While 
government was able to engineer mas-
sive bailouts to avert a total collapse of 
the world financial system, the ensuing 
Great Recession (2007–12) was very 

long and painful. The Western financial 
system essentially had a “near-death ex-
perience.” It got very close to the edge 
without plunging over. Now, the new 
element will be Saturn adding to the 
process while it’s in Capricorn.
 Both Saturn and Pluto represent 
pressure of different types. They’re 
not gentle or persuasive, they’re in-
sistent. Saturn’s pressure tends to be 
focused on time, resources, obligations, 

duties, and responsibilities. It’s a pres-
sure that wears things down, feels like 
a burden, and often shows up as lack. 
Pluto represents a more subliminal pres-
sure, generally bubbling beneath our 
awareness, which can, at times, be quite 
uncomfortable for nearly everyone. This 
discomfort has to do with the nature 
of Pluto’s issues: Birth, death, sex, and 
power are difficult subjects. When Pluto 
is involved, the emotions triggered can 
take on the feeling of a life-and-death 
struggle, whether it’s appropriate or not. 
Pluto twists arms and will seemingly hold 
your head under water, if necessary, to 
make you face reality. We have been 
feeling this effect since Pluto entered 
Capricorn in 2008.
 It’s important to acknowledge that 
Pluto is ultimately about transformation, 
which is something we tend to resist. 
Transformation means letting old habits 
and limitations die, healing our wounds, 
giving birth to new possibilities, and be-
coming who we’re meant to be. These 
steps are the essence of the Plutonian 
process and apply to society as a whole, 
as well as to our individual lives. This 
process is not easy for an individual and 
is even harder on the collective. We can 
hold out hope for beneficial transfor-
mation, but it won’t be a smooth ride. 
Resisting inevitable change is not really 
possible, so it’s a lot better to cooperate 
with the universe.

When Saturn Last Met Pluto  
in Capricorn
 The story of this current passage of 
Saturn through Capricorn has a lot to 
do with Pluto, so it may be helpful to ex-
amine the last time the world saw Saturn 
conjunct Pluto in Capricorn. This was 
about 500 years ago, and that period 
was hugely consequential. The Roman 
Catholic Church — the most power-
ful institution in Europe and likely the 
world — was deeply shaken, precipitat-
ing a series of changes that loosened the 
Church’s grip on society.
 Pluto was in Capricorn from 
December 24, 1515 until February 2, 
1532, while the Saturn–Pluto conjunc-
tion occurred in at 4° Capricorn on 
January 2, 1518.
 Martin Luther wrote his “95 The-
ses” proclamation and nailed it to the 
door of the Wittenberg Castle Church 
on October 31, 1517. Pluto had been 
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in Capricorn for close to two years, and 
only a month after the proclamation, 
Saturn entered Capricorn. Luther’s dra-
matic action touched off the Protestant 
Reformation and decades of religious 
and political strife.
 Both Luther in Germany and later 
John Calvin in Switzerland were up-
set with the corruption of the Church. 
Among their many grievances against 
the Church’s doctrine and governance 
was the practice of selling indulgences to 
the rich, which they saw as a means to 
buy one’s way into heaven. Luther’s ini-
tial goal was a renewal and reform of the 
Church, but instead he was excommuni-
cated by the Pope on January 3, 1521.
 The Reformation was followed 
by Copernicus’s discoveries in astron-
omy (1548), the Scientific Revolution 
(widely agreed to have begun during 
this period), and the Age of Reason 
(1620). The Church never recovered its 
pre-eminent place in European society, 
and it lost its virtual veto power over 
ideas. It can be said that Luther’s Ref-
ormation started the process that led 
to modernity.
 The rest of Pluto’s passage through 
Capricorn was enriching for some and 
horrendous for many others. Magellan 
set sail in 1519, the Spanish conquis-
tadors subjugated Mexico and Central 
America during 1519–32, and the At-
lantic slave trade began in 1526. This 
period was transformational and trau-
matic, and it left its indelible mark 
on history.

What We Can Expect This Time
 When contemplating events and 
possibilities for the current period, it 
would be far too easy to come up with a 
daunting list of problems and perils. It’s 
important to be clear-eyed and realis-
tic while acknowledging how unique and 
dangerous the present situation appears. 
The reality is that both positive and neg-
ative things will happen — guaranteed.
 Some people and governments 
will rise to the challenges ahead, which 
shouldn’t be discounted. But it’s more 
likely that many will take the easier 
path of self-interest. Let’s take a look at 
some of the issues that will no doubt 
play out in the next few years.

Tug of War
 We’ve been in a tug of war since 
Pluto entered Capricorn in 2008. That 
struggle appears to be moving from a 
war of ideas to a more political phase, 
as Saturn joins Pluto in Capricorn. 
The struggle between progressives and 
conservatives has transitioned into a 
battle over globalization. “Nationalism 
versus globalism” has replaced “con-
servative versus liberal” as the central 
divide. The split between rural and 
urban viewpoints reflects this new con-
flict. Many people are insecure about 
their jobs, their safety, and their iden-
tity. These insecurities are fueling a 
backlash against globalization, despite 
economists stating that there is more 
to fear from robots than from open 
trade and immigration.
 This tug of war will continue to es-
calate. Capricorn is motivated by an 
ideal of self-sufficiency, the ability to go 
it alone and not need others. This may 
seem to clash with the Sea-Goat’s po-
litical and organizational instincts, but 
all of the zodiacal signs have their par-
adoxes. With Saturn joining Pluto in 
Capricorn, this desire to go it alone will 
become more prevalent and formalized.

Standing Up to Authority  
… or Not
 Authoritarianism, either the type 
that’s chosen by the electorate or the 
type that gradually creeps up, is a clear 
danger. Both Saturn and Pluto can lean 
heavily in this direction, and there’s 
a risk that we could succumb to what 
might seem easier in the short run.
 Saturn entering Capricorn, while 
Pluto is already there, feels a bit like the 
sheriff has come to town. At its high-
est, Saturn is concerned with integrity, 
duty, and “doing the right thing.” These 
themes are not part of Pluto’s arche-
typal field, but will be a focus of Saturn 
in its own sign of Capricorn. We all 
know that goodness and justice don’t 
always prevail, and a sheriff might be 
fooled, defeated, or even corrupted.
 Many pundits are predicting a 
Constitutional crisis in the U.S., and 
the courts will need to rule on issues 
that the nation’s founding fathers 
never envisioned. The polarization in 
politics ensures that no matter what 
happens, even if “nothing happens,” 
there will be a lot of unhappy people.

 Moral courage, especially when it’s 
difficult or dangerous, is a theme that will 
grow in importance — individuals stand-
ing up when the system or authority 
needs to be challenged. The truth is that 
both sides in a struggle usually feel that 
they are “doing the right thing,” and their 
righteousness can intensify any situation.

Just How Resilient Is Democracy?
 Democracies have inherent vulner-
abilities that are easy to see. How to 
maintain security while safeguarding free-
dom is the central question. We know 
that we’ll continue to be tested by highly 
motivated parties. The general public 
continues to be shocked enough by these 
tests that they are now questioning ev-
erything they read and hear. And if they 
aren’t, they should be!
 The Soviet Union was tested severely 
during the last passage of Saturn through 
Sagittarius (1985–88) and Capricorn 
(1988–91), and it failed in a big way. De-
mocracy and its institutions will quite likely 
be challenged during this period, and it’s 
not guaranteed that they will last. The pub-
lic may indeed decide that authoritarianism 
is preferable to chaos, which has hap-
pened plenty of times before.

The Crucial Year of 2020 
 Saturn will finally catch up with Pluto 
and conjoin it at 22°46' Capricorn on 
January 12, 2020. This dramatic con-
junction perfects about a month before 
the New Hampshire presidential primary 
in the U.S. and less than two months 
before Super Tuesday, the biggest pri-
mary day of 2020. Even though Saturn 
makes only one exact conjunction with 
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Pluto, Jupiter will be following closely 
behind Saturn and will conjoin both 
Saturn and Pluto throughout 2020. 
Mars will join that triple conjunction in 
March 2020. And during the run-up to 
the election, August through October, 
Mars in Aries will be forming squares 
to the triple conjunction of Jupiter, 
Saturn, and Pluto.
 Saturn–Pluto combinations have of-
ten been associated with corruption and 
abuses of power. This eye-catching con-
junction is already the subject of several 
articles and blog posts in the astrologi-
cal world. The dynamics of Saturn and 
Pluto are difficult for most of us, but 
we know that there will be a lot of con-
centrated energy here, especially when 
Jupiter conjoins them.
 Most importantly, this conjunction 
marks the beginning of a new Saturn–
Pluto cycle. Like a New Moon — when 
the Sun infuses the Moon with purpose 
— Pluto will infuse Saturn with its trans-
formative power.
 Historically, Saturn–Pluto conjunc-
tions have appeared to be at the roots 
of, or the beginning of, a “new prob-

lem,” and only later, during the square 
or opposition, can you tell what the na-
ture of the problem is. The Saturn–Pluto 
cycle repeats every 33 to 38 years, so 
it’s not a rare alignment — just as diffi-
culties aren’t rare.
 The run-up to the 2020 election 
in the U.S. looks particularly nasty and 
combative, with Mars in the sign of 
Aries squaring the triple conjunction 
before and after the election. Astrologi-
cally, these planetary aspects have been 
associated with war. Let’s hope that, in 
this case, it remains a verbal conflict. Of 
course, we don’t need any astrology to 
make this prediction, but the astrology 
definitely confirms the general collective 
and individual unrest. Jupiter’s involve-
ment may add an element of grace to 
the situation — or it may just amplify it.
 Given the timing of these aspects, 
I have to wonder about the U.S. gov-
ernment. Both the Republican and 
Democratic parties are under tremen-
dous internal pressures, so we may find 
one or both of them splintering. Jupiter 
conjunct both Saturn and Pluto may sig-
nal some sort of major cleanout.

 This planetary lineup could also 
bring about the following:

• International power relationships 
may change, such as China step-
ping into international roles that 
the U.S. has filled for decades.

• Secession (separatist) move-
ments worldwide are likely to in-
crease, and most will be met with 
Saturn–Pluto clampdowns.

• The idea of “Border Walls” looks 
unlikely to fade, and indeed, the 
idea is more likely to spread — 
Capricorn signifies walls, and 
Saturn can put up formidable 
obstacles and barriers.

• Real conservatism may return; 
populism may not survive the 
change in atmosphere with Sat-
urn’s movement from Sagittarius 
to Capricorn.

• Some systems may prove resilient 
(if they were wisely designed) and 
emerge stronger.

• Inappropriate shortcuts will now 
face their consequences.
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• We may see an increased interest 
in tradition that goes beyond reli-
gious ideas.

• There will be more emphasis 
on self-sufficiency and “doing it 
yourself.”

Breakthroughs
 As we know, transformation is 
generally difficult, and most people pre-
fer to avoid it. Both Saturn and Pluto 
have ways of forcing issues that aren’t 
comfortable, but we need to remem-
ber that breakdowns often lead to 
breakthroughs. In fact, much of the 
time, breakdowns are essential before 
breakthroughs can happen. With the 
pressures of a period like this one, there 
is also hope for what may arise out of 
breakdowns.
 Here are some possibilities:

• Infrastructure spending, if it ever 
does happen, may actually improve 
the economy.

• The repeal or breakdown of 
Obamacare could very well lead to 
single-payer healthcare coverage.

• Self-reliance and domestic produc-
tion might increase, despite the 
confusion of “deglobalization.”

• A major cleanout of one or both 
political parties could bring about 
welcome change.

• There may be another institutional 
reformation — not necessarily like 
Martin Luther’s in 1517, but some-
thing with a big long-term impact 
that we can’t foresee.

• Society as a whole benefits when 
individuals and governments take 
responsibility and become more 
accountable. 

 Major breakthroughs in science 
and technology have the power to 
change the picture. Of course, some 
technologies will be disruptive and hard 
to integrate, but others will be transfor-
mative. The initial insight that launched 
quantum physics was discovered 
during a Saturn in Capricorn period 
(1900–02), but it took a while before 

this insight brought us lasers, transis-
tors, semi-conductors, hard drives, MRI 
scans, and CDs. Likewise, the World 
Wide Web was developed during a Sat-
urn in Capricorn period (1988–91), but 
it wasn’t an instant game changer. In 
true Saturnian fashion, the byproducts 
of these innovations developed over a 
long stretch of time.
 While Saturn and Pluto are in the 
sign of Capricorn, we may learn how 
to harness the energy of gravitational 
waves or quantum computing — or 
make a discovery we can’t possibly 
imagine right now.
 All of the above may sound overly 
hopeful, but it’s good to stay alert to 
possibilities and to remember that dif-
ficulties and setbacks often lead to 
beneficial breakthroughs.

Personal Chart Considerations
 This passage of Saturn will not be 
the same for everyone, of course. Dif-
ferent themes will be triggered in each 
of us, depending on our natal chart and 
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our individual worldview. The following 
guidelines may be of some help:

• If you have natal planets in Aries, 
Cancer, Libra, and Capricorn, you 
will likely be called to face issues 
suggested by the planet’s sym-
bolism. You may feel that you’re 
being tested, that circumstances 
are conspiring to frustrate or block 
you. Extra work, responsibilities, 
or feelings of lack could show up. 
Complaining won’t help; it’s best 
to dig in and apply yourself.

• What house will Saturn in Capri-
corn be passing through in your 
chart? You can take the initiative 
and intentionally think of what 
needs to be done in this area of 
your life. Saturn often approves 
when we’re proactive about con-
fronting problems and obstacles.

• Where is natal Saturn located in 
your chart? This will give you more 
about the kinds of challenges you 
may encounter.

• You can gain additional clues by re-
membering experiences from the 
last time Saturn passed through 
Capricorn, between 1988 and 
1991. That doesn’t mean that 
things will be the same, but simi-
lar themes may reappear in your 
life. You might want to consider 
approaching things differently this 
time — be alert to what you learned 
last time.

• Here’s a big one: What house 
and sign is your secondary pro-
gressed Moon in? It’s easy to lose 
touch with the Moon, to get worn 
down, depressed, or negative 
when you’re feeling overworked or 
overburdened. The secondary pro-
gressed Moon provides clues about 
what kind of care and feeding (not 
just food) you’ll need during stress-
ful periods. It also tends to reflect 
how you will recall this period.  
We remember the feeling of a 
time period as much as we do the 
actual events.

Personal Dimensions of  
This Process
 It’s overwhelming to think about 
the many ways that events can un-
fold, and how little control we have 
over the bigger picture. We can make 
ourselves crazy with the news and the 
never-ending “what if” scenarios.
 We must remind ourselves that 
we’re part of larger waves, and at the 
same time, we need to be sure we are 
handling “that which is ours to do” — 
whatever we can improve, accept, or 
change. In other words, each of us must 
fulfill our responsibilities, and we need 
to be sure that we’re a part of the larger 
waves that we truly want to be part of.
 Rudhyar tells us that “ … each 
individual is in a very real sense the cen-
ter of his own universe. It is the way 
he orients himself to the universe as a 
whole that matters. In a deeper sense, 
he is the whole sky focused at a partic-
ular point of space-time.”2 This is not 
a self-centered, self-important thought; 
it’s a highly realistic one. Only some of 
us are called upon to take part in large-
scale events. For most of us, the focus is 
on the things we can affect and how we 
live our individual lives.
 We need to find our inner stability. 
We must do what’s required in our re-
lationships, and move outward as we 
can. Our larger role can only be fulfilled 
when we work from our center and ra-
diate outward to reach full flowering in 
this life. “Be the change that you wish 
to see in the world.” (Mahatma Gandhi)

What Does Saturn Want 
 from You?

• Face up to responsibilities and obli-
gations; keep your promises.

• Use power, influence, and resources 
wisely and responsibly.

• You need to act, to do something 
— thinking and feeling are not 
enough for Saturn.

• “What has to be done?” is always 
an important Saturn question.

• Examine your limitations, accept the 
ones you must, but push back on 
perceived limitations also, for they 
may not be as real as you think.

 Saturn and Pluto are often seen as 
forces that involve suffering. It’s true 
that no planets understand suffering as 

deeply as do these two. Their transits 
are often felt to be difficult, and we have 
to struggle through them.
 People who have lived through ter-
rible suffering can develop a deeper 
understanding of humanity and a true 
compassion. Usually, this reaction arises 
after some healing and the passage of 
time. Sometimes, though, the damage 
and the hurt are so extreme that the 
healing can’t really happen, and these 
people must cut themselves off from the 
suffering of others.
 Here, we can see the profound gifts 
of Saturn and Pluto. The compassion 
of a Buddha or a Christ comes from ex-
periencing suffering and healing, not 
just thinking about them. We get to 
choose our reactions to life’s difficulties, 
whether they soften us or harden us. At 
the highest levels, this is what both Sat-
urn and Pluto want for us: the unfolding 
of true understanding and compassion.

Heading into the Future
 With Saturn now in Capricorn and 
coming to join Pluto, there are many 
balls in play. Situations that have been 
developing for a long time will finally be 
demanding resolution. The momentum  
of the past doesn’t just evaporate; it 
must either play itself out or somehow 
be skillfully brought to completion.
 It’s good to remember that, in the 
words of Bernadette Brady, the “Future 
is only partially formed.”3 There’s plenty 
for us to do — plenty, in fact, that we 
must do. We’re still contributing to the 
future every single day. The fine balance 
between accepting whatever comes and 
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pushing for change will be a big part of 
our individual and collective tests over 
the next several years.
 I leave you with this final thought, 
which seems especially appropriate to 
Saturn’s transit through Capricorn:

“Expect the best, plan for the worst, 
and prepare to be surprised.”

— D. Waitley
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